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* TAXATION OF COALS,” 
Stating his REmArKs on the propoſed Bill, for allowing COALS in 
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Scotland to be carried Coaſtwiſe, Free of Duty. 
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| AogzrapLy to your Deſire, 1 take che earlieſt Opportunity to lay before you my Remark} on 


the Notice given to the Houſe of Commons, the ad Inſtant, ſignifying, that ſoon after 'the Receſs, 


- Miniſters propoſe bringin forward a Motion, for Leave to bring in a emporary Bill, to allow | oals 
in Scotland to be carried Coaſhwiſe, without Payment of the Duties at preſent Fiete 
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_ Common Senſe tells us, that in Order to be qualified to provide a Remed | it is neceſſary to Inow 
th N ature of — ebs be gualiied to provide + Remedy all 
ed by the Authority of Parliament, a partial Suſpenſion. might ſuffice; but, ſhould it be found on the 
contrary, to be a Local Contribution over and abore the Public Burthens, and exacted without legal 
Authority, in violation of Juſtice and Humanity, and the ſacred Principles of the Conſtitutionſ any 
| partial or temporary Relief would betray Caprice inſtead of Wiſdom, and the Tyranny of the Meaflire 
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LxaCtian be a real Duty, founded in Reaſon and Equity, ac; le- 
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Authority, in violation of Juſlice and H umanity; and the Tacrearremmpres - Rm — — every 
Partial or temporary Relief would betray Caprice inſtead of Wiſdom, and the Tyranny of the Mafire 
would reflect — — on thoſe who would have the Hardihood to bring it forward. Miniſter have 


ſtated the oppreſſive Operation of the Exaction in Scotland, but in regard to the Nature of the Nac. 


.tion-3&lelf; ſo eſſential to the Subject, they have not given the Houle the ſmalleſt Ray of Information. 


| My Pamphlet, entitled TAXATION dr CoaLls,” has adduced Facts, which nete by Mathe- 
atical Pemonſtration, that there is at this 372 exiſting Duty on Coals, Culm, or Singers war- 


ned Coaſtwiſe. The Advertiſements in the Morning Chronicle of the 25th, and in the Morning Poſt 


and Gazetter of the 29th ultimo, which were prior to the Notice in the Houſe of Commons, 5 ied 


this marked Aﬀſertion :!—* The Author ſhews by the-Statute Book, that there is no Exiſting Duty to 
the King in any Part of the Kingdom, on Coals carried Coaſtwiſe; but that at this momeni, the 
Fort of London is ſubjected to a Local Contribution of One Thouſand Pounds per day, unde the 
'* Pretext' of a Duty to the King on Coals brought Coaſtwiſe, over and above its due Share of the 
«© Public Burthens,” | * W 9100 20 


-The 
Belledg Tate, or any other Private Property in the Nation. The Treaſury ought, therefore, to 
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The Arguments adduced in Favour of the Abolition in Scotland have double Force when applied 


London is in a much worſe Situation in rega gard to Fuel than any Part of Scotland; and it is to be 
obſerved; t at the Poor 6 8 etropolis, and of every larp 9 Cir , are more wretched than the 
Poor in the Country in general; nor is there a Spot in Great" Britai ; where Fuel is more neceſſary 
A2 2 and Weſtminſter, on account of their being almoſt conſtantly enveloped in a moiſt 
pant nes; but'in London they have, at no Time, any ſuch Reſource.” In Scotland, they procute 
1 Latz atid F urf at little or po Experice; and although an extrabrdinary Wet Seaſon, ſuch as the laſt, 
may diminiſh” their Quantity of ek uel, they = never totally deprived of it. If a Scarcity of 
Peats and Turf be an Argument for allowing the People to have, Duty free, Sea Coal in Scotland, 
it muſt be allowed that os total Want gf Fea and Turf is a more powerful Argument for Duty 
free Sea Coal at the Po Los. The Argument that the Exaction of gs. 6d. per Chalder 
operates as a Prohibition in Scotland, applies with more Force to London, where the Exaction is 
Bs. 10d. per Chalder, and where even the middling Ranks of People have not near the Quantity of 


Firing which their Health and Comfort demand; , In London, the Exaction on Coals is equal to the 


Prime Coſt, and the F reight and Port Charges are double the Prime Coſt. In Scotland, there is leſs 
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op. In Scothnd, the eople have at all Times Peats, Turf, or Wood, in greater or leſſer - 
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Exactipp to the King, lels Freight, leſs Port Charge, and no Opportunity of Combinations among 
the oat ar — In the Country, the Breweries, Glaſz Houles,: Sope Works, Foundries, Iron 
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and Copper Manufaftories, Chymical Works, and the like, are in general ſituated in the Neighbour. 
hood of Collieries, free from the Viſitation of the Tax Gatherer ; but all ſuch Works in the Metro- 
polis are loaded with the exorbitant Exaction on all the Coals they.conſume ; conſequently while the 
greater Part of the Kingdom pay no Exaftion whatever, the Inhabitants of the Metropolis are not 
only charged 8s. 10d. per Chalder on Coals for their owt” domeſtie Purpoſes, but alſo an Enhance» 
ment in the Price of moſt of the Neceſſaries of Life, through the univerſal] Operation of that 
exorbitant Exaftion. Hence it is evident, that whether the Abolition be viewed as a Matter of 
Juſtice or Expedience, the Arguments adduced by Miniſters are again a Partial Relief, and irre- 
ſtibly ſtrong in Favour of a total Abolition. Ne 4, "WF 


The extraordinary Times of William and Anne may have juſtified Local Contributions, but theſe 


Contributions were granted only for ſhort Terms. Their Continuance for about Eighty Years 
paſt, is to be attributed ſolely to the Miſcondu@ of Adminiſtration, In the Lapſe ef Time, the Coal 
Abuſes had crept into the Revenue Department, but Gentlemen in Power at this Day are, in a pecu- 
liar Manner, reprehenſible. It was in their Time, the minute Inveſtigation of the Syſtem took Place, 
when the Exattions, inſtead of being aboliſhed, were foiſted into the Conſolidation AR. In their Time, 


the Country enjoyed many years Peace, with a flouriſhing Commerce, a growing Revenue, and rich 
Reſources; and in their Time, the unjuſt Coal Contributions were ſtated to Parliament as Permanent 


Revenue, which obtained an Act to pay off the Public Debt with Local Money from the Port of Lon- 
don, believed by the Legiſlature to be the Produce of juſt and legal Duties. | 


On the moderate Computation that the Exattion falls on One Twelfth Part of the Coals conſumed 
in Great Britain, London pays to that ſingle Exaction a Sum equal to its full Proportion of the 
Exciſe Revenue; theretore London may be ſaid to be Exciſed twice, while the Kingdom in general 
is Exciſed once, ö Fr $6 g 


Should Miniſters, according to their Notice, claim a Duty inſtead of the Coal ExaRions, they 
would —_— expoſe the Injuſtice of theſe Exactions, as Parliament, at this Day, could never think 
d laying a few'particular Ports under Contribution, but would grant a fair and honourable Public 

Duty. } 

The, Coal Exattion falls principally on the lower Orders of the People. Dr. Smith, Author of- 

tht Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of Nations, ſays, The whole Confumption of 


„ the inferior Ranks of People, or of thoſe below the middling Rank, it muſt be obſerved; is in 


« every Country much greater, not only in Quantity but in Value, than that of the midd ling, and of 
* thoſe above the middling Rank.” He alſo ſays, * The middling and ſuperior Ranks of People, 
eff they underſtood their own Intereſt, ought always to oppoſe all Taxes upon the Neceffaries of 
Life.“ In expoſing the Injuſtice of the Exaction on Coals, he remarks, that . where they 
* haturally 2 they are conſumed Duty Free; where they are naturally dear, they are load 
beith a heavy uty.“ Fe thinks, that Coals removed a great Diſtance from the Pit, ought to 

r ae. with a Bounty, rather than a Duty. Agreeably to this Doctrine, Mr. Dundas, as I am 


% 


informed, has nat only Pn Aboliſhing the Exa&ion, but has alſo fubſeribed to a Fund, for 


_ moflerating the Exorbitant Price of Coals in Scotland. 


N The Abbe Raynal ſays, If Taxation affects the Commodities which are of iminediate Neceſſity. it 
oy an Act of the greateſt Cruelty. 
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Previous to all Laws of Society, a Man had a Right to Subfeſt ; 
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WWW Scöt fang. 
15 The Abbe Raynal ſays, © Tf Taxation affects the Commodities which are of immediate Neceſſity, it 
4 an Act of the greateſt Cruelty. Previous to all Laws of Society, a Man had a Right to Suse; 
. 755 is he to loſe that Right by the Eſtabliſhment of Laws? -To ſell the Produce of the Earth to 
* the People at a high Price, is in reality to deprive them of it: to wreſt from them, by a Fax, the 
; * natural Means of preſerving Lite, is, in fact, to affect the very Principle of their - Exiſtence, B 
+ extorting-the Subſiſtence of the Needy, the State takes from him his Strength, with his Food. 1 
* reduces the Poor Man to a State of Be, gary, the Labonring Man to that of Idleneſs, and makes the 
& fafortagts Man become a Rogue.” 6. e ee 598 To 146% with mo ga ods! 
It is a melancholy Fact, that the Officers have obliged the Port of London to pay the Indemnifca- 
tien for the Churches, Six Times over. | | cdu Dart 
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The Smallneſs of the Produce of the Exaction in Scotland, ſuppoſed to be only about f. 10,000, is 

cliefly owing to there being little Demand there for Coals Coaftwiſe; the Count in general deing 

ö ae ſupplied with Coals by Land Carriage, and alſo with Peats and Turf, which ſhews the 

peculiar Diſadvantages of the Metropolis here, Which has no Coals by Land, nor Peats, nor Turf : 

and it is a fact, that the Port of London on that account, pays about Two-thirds of the whole Exac- 

tion in the Kingdom. oh e e eee n "0177 n e 6 et B0h Shan 
f 5 W [0349-946 git TE BITE 

| | | Tyrants. have occaſionally laid their rich Subjects under Local Contribution; over and above the 

1 | Public Burthens ; but the Hiſtories of the moſt Deſpotic States do not exhibit a Local Tax on the 

| Poor ſo grievous, unjuſt, enormous, and deſtructive, as that ſyſtematic and inceſſant Local ExaRtion, 


at the Port of London. 
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Moment, Miniſters might plead Ignorance of the Abuſe; but now that the Evil is brought to Light, 


I have the Honour to be, with much ReipeR, V 
Tour moſt obedient, bumble Servant, t NY 
van HA⁰ν 


Vo. 2 1, Great Ruſſell Street, Bloomſbury. 5 
January 11, 1793. 1 


